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marriage was somewhat relaxed and the population increased
in consequence.

This condition of affairs gave way in the eighteenth century
to another regime. The birth- and death-rates ceased to run
approximately parallel; they diverged until the former exceeded
the latter to such an extent that the population increased at
the rate of i per cent, per annum or even more quickly. This
divergence was partly due to a rise in the birth-rate but
mostly to a drop in the death-rate. The course of these rates is
not known with accuracy until about the middle of the last
century, because it was only in 1837 in England, and usually
later in other countries, that registration of births and deaths
was made officially. Before that time we have only the parish
records of baptisms and burials; these records are not com-
plete in two senses. They are not available for the whole
country; and for those districts for which they are available,
they are not complete, because the births and deaths of those
not belonging to the established church were not recorded.
Nevertheless, enough is known to justify certain broad general-
izations.

The birth-rate rose from a level of about 30 per 1,000 round
1700 to about 35 per 1,000 towards the end of the century.
This rise may be attributed to the breaking down of all those
restrictions which had formerly militated against early marriage
in the dependent part of the population. The whole structure
of social life became less rigid. Guild regulations ceased to
be operative; men became free to take up such occupations as
they wished and to marry as soon as they pleased. But the bend-
ing down of the death-rate was even more marked than the
upward trend of the birth-rate, and the divergence of the two
rates was more due to the drop in the former than to the rise
in the latter." The decline in the death-rate was the result of
the progress in medical science and of its application to the
needs of the people as a whole. Great improvements were made
in sanitation; the first half of the century saw the founding of
many hospitals, while the multiplication of dispensaries was one
of the features of the second half of the century.